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quiefcunt intcrni mufculi. Haic ad primam quae- 
flionem. 

Ad alteram. 

Sumatur animal quodcumque vivum aut mortuum, 
mergatur fub aqua, et fub aqua prudenter, nc pul- 
monem Ijedas, pectundatur pleura. Si aer elafticus 
eft inter plcuram et pulmonem, bulls adfcendcnt 
per aquam. Si nuUx adfcendunt, nuUus adeft aer. 
Id me reftius noftis, et ex principiis patet. 

Scd repetita fatis experimenta feci. Bullae nun- 
quam adparuerunt in uUo experimento, et videor 
rnihi nihil pr.^cipitis coroUarii inde deducere, il indc 
conclufero, nullum adeo clafticum aerem inter plcu- 
ram et pulmonem clTc. 

2). Gottingx, d. 6. Jan. 1749. 



VIII. A Letter from Father Anthony (^aubil 
Jefuit^ to Dr. Mortimer, Seer. R. S. con- 
taining fome Account of th& Kjtowlege of 
Geography among the Chinefe, afid of Pa~ 
-per-Moftey current there. Iranfated from 
the French h T. S. M. D. and F. R. S. 

Peking iVs'y. 9. 1748. 

SIR, 

Rc-rJVch. r. yx is now feme time fince I received 

the World, found among the Papers of the late 
Dr. Kampfer. In this Map were fevcral Chinefe 
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Charaders, fome well, fome ill written, which 
the late ProfefTor Bayer had attempted to decypher. 

In my Anfwer to Monf. de L'ijJe, I informed him 

that it was by no means a Chinefe Work *; that it 
could be of no Service to a learned European, fuch 
as he or you were ; and that Mr. Bayer's Explana- 
tions were full of Faults. I fuppoie that M. de 
L'ijle has already writ you my Thoughts concerning 
it from 'Petersbourg. You have poflibly feen in fe* 
vera! Books, what the Chinefe know, and have fct 
down, concerning foreign Countries: And there is 
no Monument extant to prove, that btforc the ar- 
rival of the Jefuits in this Country, they had Charts 
or Maps of the World, any way rciembling that, 
which you found among Kampfer's Writings. 

It is now above fixteen hundred Years lince they to- 
lerably well knew the Northern and Eaftern Coun- 
tries of India., and thofe which lie between China 
and the Cafpian Sea. On thefe different Countries 
rheir Hiftory alfotds fcvcral Informations, which are 
Kot to be found in the Greek, Latin, or other 
Hiftorians. They had fome, but very confufed. 
Notions of tire Regions beyond the Cafpian Sea^ 
fuch as Syria, Greece, Eg}pt, and fome Parts of 
Europe. I do not fpeak of the Tima oi Gentchif- 
kan and his Succeflbrs j for then the Chinefe were 
made acquainted with Rujfm\ Toland, Germany^ 



* Doubtlefs it is the Work of an Etiropca«y who was giving fome 
Notion of Geography to a Chinefe or yapanife ; or perhaps that 
of a Chinefe or Ja^ancfi from Memory of what he had heard from 
Europeans, or of the Map which he itx'ght have feen with ihena. 
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Hungary y Greece^ &c, from Accounts given by 
their own Countrymen who followed that Prince, 
his Sons, and Grandfons : J3ut the Monuments that 
remain of this their Knowlege arc very confufed. 
As to the Countries to the Eaft oi China, there are 
Proofs remaining in Books, that, above fcventecn- 
hundred Year ago, the Chinefe were well acquaint- 
ed with the Eaftcrn Part of Tartary as far as the 
Sea, and the River AmeuTi Corea^ and 'Japan. 
Their Books fpeak alfo in general, and without 
fufficiently entering into Particulars, of many Coun- 
tries to the Eaft and to the North of Japan. With 
regard to the Monuments of the Cap of Good Hope, 
which have been mentioned by fome, there are none 
in China i and if there have been any, they arc 
now loft. It was from the Europeans, that the 
Chinefe have learnt the Name and the Situation of 
the C«/^; [and you will foon fee a Diflertation, 
wherein all this Affair will be circumftantially 
treated]. 

I herewith fend you two Paper Money-Bills; 
do me the Favour to accept them. Next Year we 
may poflibly fend fomething to Canton, cither for 
you, or for your illuftrious Society. 

I am, with great Refped, 

SIR, Tours, &c. 

A. Gaubil. 
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An Account of the above-mentioned Bills. 
npWO Paper Money -Bills of the Reign oiHong- 

* 'VOU. 

The Year of Chrift 1368. was the Firft of the 
Empire of f/<>»^i;««, Founder of thcDynafty oiMing. 
During the Dynafty of Tuen (who were Mogul 
Tartars) which Hongvou dcftroy'd, there was a 
great deal of Paper-Money.Thcre had alfo been fome, 
140 Years before, under the Dynafty of Kin (orien- 
tal Tartars) 'Wfho reign'd in the NorLhcrn Provinces 
of China, and in Tartary. The Tuens dcftroy'd 
this Dynafty, as well as that of the Songf, who 
were Chinefe^ that reign'd in the Southern Provinces 
oi China. We find no Paper Money of the Dy- 
nafties of the Tuens and Kin's ; and that of Hong- 
vou is fcarce. The Bonzes and Chinefe Empirics 
fuperftitioufly fay, that this Paper-Money laid upon 
Children brings them good Luck. 

Thefe two Bills are the fame with thofe, the 
Figures and Explanations of which are to be fcen in 
Father du Halde's T)efcription de la Chine, Tom. 
II. pag. 168. 

I fend you the Two,* becaufe probably you have 
none of that Sort. 

The late Father T>entrecolles formerly fenr to 
France an Account of the Chinefe xMoney, antient 
and modern : And fome Notes and Remarks on 
this Sort of Money were of late Years fcnt hence to 
^eterjbourg. 

* One of which I prefented to the Royal Society. C. M. 
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